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Abstract : The source of law is a very important theoretical and practical issue in jurisprudence. It is the basic concept
not only for jurisprudence, but also for other legal disciplines. Without understanding the concept of source of law, it is im-
possible to form judgments and applications of specific legal forms. This article is based on the “General Principles of the
Civil Law, Article 10” of “General Principles of the Civil Law gives the habit of adopting a new legal source status” as the
entry point, and believes that there are misuses of the concept of “source of law” in the Chinese jurisprudence. This view
applies the theory of source of law of case law countries to contemporary China, confusing the difference between of source
of law and normative source. The author believes that it should be that “Article 10 of the General Principles of Civil Law
gives the habit of regulating the status of normal origin and the illegal source” in the precise view. This article believes that
the source of law is “effective legal manifestation” with its basic consensus in the international community, and this “effec-
tive legal manifestation”is explicitly stipulated in the Chinese Constitution and the Legislation Law. This article also propo-
ses the concept of “normative system” for the limitations of the concept of legal system based on source of law, and analyzes
the legal status and functions for customary, national policy, judicial interpretation, guiding cases, etc. in the normative
system. The concept of the normative system and the normative level of its construction proposed in this article have an im-
portant role in promoting the development of Chinese jurisprudence.
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